CRITICAL PEDAGOGIES IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY: A
CONFERENCE ON TRANSFORMATIVE PEDAGOGIES

Call for Papers

Critical Theories in the Twenty First Century: A Conference of Transformative
Pedagogies

West Chester, University of Pennsylvania

Conference Founders: Curry Malott, John Elmore, and Brad Porfilio

November 18th and 19th 2011

Proposals for papers, panels, performances, workshops, and other
multimedia presentations should include title(s) and names and contact
information for presenter(s). The deadline for sending prooposals is August
31, 2011. The Steering Committee will email acceptance or rejection notices
by September 8, 2011. The proposal formats available to the presenters are
as follows:

The general purpose of the West Chester Critical Theory Conference is to
promote and support critical scholarship within students, and to advance
critical theory and pedagogy more generally. By “advance” we mean to
expose more people to critical practices and understandings as part of the
process of the development of theory.

Through this focus we hope to work toward unifying and strengthening the
sub-genres of critical pedagogy from Marxism, critical race theory, to critical
neo-colonial studies. This goal is approached through the conferences
internal pedagogy and therefore through a horizontal rather than a vertical
organizing structure; by including students and classroom teachers in the
critical pedagogical work dominated by professors; and by attempting to
create a space where criticalists who do not usually work together can create
meaningful unity, respect, and common goals. Since the dominant form of
power in the twenty first century—neoliberal capitalist power—is both



multicultural and global, critical pedagogy must too become more
multicultural and global if it is to pose a significant challenge to it for a more
democratic life after capitalism.

Because critical theory is concerned with not only understanding the world,
but with transforming it, the conference is focused on not only
understanding the consequences of an unjust social and economic system
(i.e. corporate take-over of schools, high stakes testing and behaviorist
pedagogy, micro classroom aggressions and bullying, poverty, racism,
sexism, white supremacy, homophobia, perpetual war, ableism, etc.), but
with transforming or dissolving their root causes (i.e. neoliberal capitalism
and settler-state, Euro-centric oppression and their patriarchal, homophobic,
racist, etc. hegemonies). As part of this goal the conference will hopefully
provide introductory discussions and presentations on critical pedagogy and
critical theory.

SUBMISSIONS
Proposal Formats

Individual Proposal: (45 minutes)

The conference committee welcomes individual paper proposals, with the
understanding that those accepted will be grouped together around common
or overlapping themes, Presenters will have approximately 45 minutes to
present or summarize their individual papers. Individual paper submissions
will be considered for panels with the same topic/theme. If you would prefer
to present your paper/research individually you should consider the
alternative format proposal. A 300-500 word abstract of the paper will be
peer reviewed for acceptance to the conference.

Symposium Proposal: (90 minutes)

Presenters are also welcomed to submit proposals for a symposium. A
symposium is typically composed of a chair and discussant and three to five
participants who present or summarize their papers. Each symposium is
organized around a common theme. Each participant will have between 15
and 45 minutes to present their papers, depending upon the number of
participants involved in the symposium. A 300-500 word abstract of the
symposium will be peer reviewed for acceptance to the conference.



Panel Proposal: (90 minutes)

A panel discussion is another venue available presenters. A panel discussion
is typically composed of three to six participants who discuss their scholarly
work within the context of a dialogue or conversation on a topic or theme
related to the conference theme. Typically, each panelist is given 10-15
minutes to discuss the topic, present theoretical ideas, and/or point to
relevant research. A chair should be identified who introduces the panel and
frames the issues and questions being addressed. In addition to the chair,
we encourage (but do not require) organizers of panels to include a
discussant who responds to the comments of the panelists. Individual
proposal submissions will be combined into panels with the same
theme/topic. A 300-500 word abstract of the panel discussion will be peer
reviewed for acceptance to the conference.

Alternative Format and Special Interest Groups (90 minutes)

Alternative proposals that do not fit into the above categories, such as
workshops, performances, video and multimedia presentations, and round-
table dialogues, are encouraged. We also welcome proposals for the
organization of special interest groups. A 150-250 word abstract of the panel
discussion will be peer reviewed for acceptance to the conference.

Email proposals to conference coordinators Brad Porfilio
(porfiliol6@aol.com) and Curry Malott (currymalott@hotmail.com) by
August 31, 2011.




