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"Technology celebrates connectedness, but 
encourages retreat....The problem with 
accepting diminished substitutes 
[for face-to-face communication] is that over 
time, we, too, become diminished 
substitutes.

 - Jonathan Safran Foer, 
   "How Not To Be Alone," 
    NYT, June 8, 2013
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Brainstorming /
Methodology

Grouper Social Club

Emphasis on 
Grouping / 
Small Networks

Groups Identified by 
Location



blendr

Social Network tethered to physical 
locations. Potential matches are 
presented according to user's locale. 



The Internet of Things





How neighbors are sharing today
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Craigslist



NextDoor



NeighborGoods



BrightNeighbor



Villagers - Prototype

● desktop and mobile wireframes

● display functionality

● demonstrate user flow
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Desktop Prototype

● Profile

● Registration

● Search

● Messaging/Trading



Profile



Registration: 
Step One



Registration: 
Step Two



Registration: 
Step Three



Registration: 
Step Four



Search



Search Results



Messaging



Contract



Loans



Mobile Prototype

● Probationary Period

● Home

● Maps/Location

● Inventory

● Borrowed Items

● Loaned Items http://www.smartphoneexperts.
com/sites/smartphoneexperts.
com/files/spemainphones.jpg



Probationary
Period



Homescreen



Maps / Location



Inventory 







Borrowed Items



Loaned Items





Deliverables

● {description of resources shared}

● White Paper: Leveraging the Internet of Things and 
"dumb" devices as trust credentials in resource-sharing 
systems

● {Trends analysis}

● Village.rs Privacy Policy



Op/Ed: "Where Have All The 
Neighbors Gone? by Wendy 
Miller in the Los Angeles 

Times, April 3, 2012.



White Paper: 

Leveraging the 

Internet of Things 

and "dumb" devices 

as trust credentials 

in resource-sharing 

systems
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