BAUDRILLARD

From Marxism to
Postmodernism and Beyond

DOUGLAS KELLNER



Copyrighted Material

Contents

Acknowledgments
Sources and Abbreviations
Introduction

L1
1.2
1.3
1.4

31
3.2
33
34
35

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

viil
X
1

Commodities, Needs and Consumption in the Consumer Society 7

Starting Point: The System of Objects

The Consumer Society

For a Cnitique of the Political Economy of the Sign
Baudrillard and Political Economy

2 Beyond Marxism

Marx, Needs and Use Values
Marx and The Mirror of Production
Baudrillard’s Politics and the Cnitique of French Communism

3 Media, Simulations and the End of the Social

On the Way to Postmodernity

McLuhan, Media and Informaton
Simulation, Hyperreality and Implosion

The End of the Social?

Baudrillard, Poststructuralism and Nietzsche

4 The Postmodern Carnmival

Fashion, the Body and Sexuality

Life, Death and Sign Fetishism

Postmodern Art, Architecture and Sign Culture
Nihilism and Postmodernity

Copyrighted Material

8
12
19
27

33

34
39
54

60

61
66
76
84
89

93

94
102
108
117



vi

5.1
5.2
33
54

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4

7.1
7.2
7.3

Copyrighted Material

Contents
5 Provocations

Beyond Freud and the Mirror of Desire

Forget Foucanlt
Baudrillard’s Affront to Feminism: De la séduction
Baudrillardian Polemics and the French Cultural Scene

6 The Metaphysical Imaginary

Fatal Strategies and the Supremacy of the Object
America

‘Forget Baudrillard® and L autre par lui-méme
Baudrillard and the Return of Metaphysics

7 Beyond Baudrillard

The Divine Left
The Ecstasy of Baudrillard
For Radical Social Theory and Politics

Notes
Bibliography
Index

Copyrighted Material

122

124
131
143
150

153

154
168
173
177

186

189
199
210

217
237
242



Copyrighted Material

Index

Adamson, Walter, 53

Adomo, T. W, 116, 166, 167, 201, 2323

adverusing, 30, 98, 211

agency, 28, 215-16

Alien (film), 189

alicnation, 18, 40, 41, 196

Alternatsve in Eastern Ewvope, The (Bahro),
165

Althusser, Louss, 58-9, 74

Amenica, 168-72, 182-3, 189

Amin, Idi, 184

Anti-Oedipxs (Deleuze and Guaran), 122,
127

architecture, 11314

aristocratic values, 43, 182-3, 187, 195

art, 108-13

automata, 79

L'antre par lur-meme, see Ecstasy of Com-
MURCA IO

Bahro, Rudolf, 165

Bakhun, Mikhail, 93

‘Ballad for a Defunct Left'. 58

Bm" Row. " 2‘. 30-!.9“ IZS. lrsv 221

Barthes by Barthes, 175

Batlle, Georges, 42, 106, 129, 192, 234

anthropology of, 45, 128, 134, 195, 207

Baudelaire, Cgarks. 98, 146

Baudnllard, Jean, influences on, 2-6

Bauhaus, 76, 77

Beaubourg cultural center (Paris), 85, 113-15

Benjamin, Walter, 79, 116

"Beyond the Unconscious: The Symbolic',
128-9

binary oppositions, 128, 129, 155, 171, 177-9,
181-2

Bloch, Emst, 141

body, the, 95, 99, 158-9

‘Body or the Carnality of Signs, The', 99

Bokassa, Jean-Bedel, 184

Borges, Jorge Luis, 176

Brave New World (Huxley), 203

Bush, George, 211

Calitorma, 1712
cancer, 10), 158
Canetti, Elias, 173, 195, 201, 208, 212, 236
capital, 56,62
Capreal (Marx), 35, 36
carnival images, 93-4
*Castrated on the Night of His Marnage’, 58
castration, 99100
catastrophes, 161, 209
Certeau, Michel de, 27,28
'‘Child in the Bubble, The', 165
Chirac, Jacques, 211
Christanity, 106, 119-20
class conflict, 26
Cleaver, Harry, 28-9, 220
cloming, 100-1
L8
of political economy, 23, 29, 80
of sign value, 25, 29-30, 49, 62-3
sumulation, 62-4, 80
theory of, 30-1
commodiues, 13, 21, 22,35, 37
communication, 40, 41 (see also media)
Communist Party, French, 55-9
Complete Works (Bataille), 42
‘Concept of Labor, The', 41
CONSUIMEr SOCICLY, Se¢ Consumps
consumpuion, 12-19, 25-6, 110
Contribution to & Critigue of Political Econ-
amy (Marx), 14
Cool Memiones, 123, 151, 201-2, 208, 209-10
‘Cristal se venge, Le', 154
Cnitical Theory, 177, 215
culture, 7-8, 16
cybernetics, 51, 71, 76-7, 81-2

D’Amuco, Robert, 35

de Cerveau, Michel, see Certeau, Michel de

De la séduction, 69-70, 98, 100-2, 123, 143-9,
151-2, 187

de Tocqueville, Alexis, 168

death, 102-8, 126-7

death instinct, 66, 102, 106, 1256, 127-8

Copyrighted Material



Copyrighted Material

Index

Death Vallev, 170-1

Debord, Guy, 89, 94, 213

Debray, Regss, 150

deconstrucuon, 934, 124, 128, 163, 177, 229

Deleuze, Gilles, 46, 122, 123, 127, 132, 136,
138,144

Derrida, Jacques, 90, 124, 129, 144, 177

Descaries, Rene, 163

desery, the, 169-70

‘Desert For Ever’, 169

‘Design and Eavironment or How Poliical
Economy Escalates into Cyberblitz’, 76

desire, 124, 128, 132, 136-8, 141, 149

determinism, 1634

deterrence, 81-2, 114

Diary of the Seducer, The (Kierkegaard), 146

difference, 132

disasters, 161, 209

Disconrse on Vietnam (Wenss), 54

Disney, Walt, 179

Disneviand, 82

DNA, 66, 79, 84, 138

Dukakis, Michael, 211

L'échange symboligue et la mort, 33, 43, 61-6,
93~7,99-100, 102-7, 117-18, 124-30, 187

Ecommomic and Philosophical Manwusonpts of
194 (Marx), 36, 220, 221

‘Ecatasy and Inertia’, 156

Ecstasy of Communucation, The, 175-7, 181

‘Ecstasy of Communication, The', 71-2, 124,

199

‘Ecstasy of Socralism, The', 189-90, 199-200
End oiy the World" Conference, 209

Engels, Fnednich, 35-6

Enzensberger, Hans-Magnus, 67

Eros and Crvalization (Marcuse), 149
Europe, 168, 170

existentialism, 106

Fable of the Bees (Mandeville), 191
fashion, 95-8, 99
‘Fashion or the Enchanted Fairviand of the
Code’, 95
‘fatal srrategies’, 187-8
ferminine, the, 144-6, 147
feminism, 123, 144-5, 147, 149, 18}
fetishism
commodity, 22, 24
sign, 100, 108, 115, 146, 163, 171-2, 178,
187,193, 199
feudalism, 78
For a Cnitigue of the Polstscal Economy of the
Sign, 7, 19, 21-7, 33-5, 3940, 44, 51,
66-7,75-7,95, 1101
‘Forget Baudnllard', 173-5, 203
Forget Foucanlt, 91,123, 13143, 175
Foster, Hal, 113

243

Foucault, Michel, 78, 81, 91, 95, 103, 131-42,
177
France, 1968 revolts, 5, 122, 189
Frankfurt School, 18-19, 77, 157, 166
French Communmist Panty, 55-9
French intellectuals, 123, 150-2
and Socialism, 190-2, 196-7
French Revolution, 191
French Socialist Party, 189-96
Freud, Sigmund, 124-31, 136, 145
theory of death instinct, 66, 102, 106,
1256, 127-8
theory of sexuality, 99-100
Freudo-Marxism, 123, 124-5, 132, 136-§

Galbrasth, John Kenneth, 14-15

Gallop, Janc, 147

‘Game with Vestiges', 116-17, 120

gasuche dewme, La, 55-9, 188-97, 200-1,
204-7.213

Gehlen, A, 212

German Ideology, The (Marx and Engels),
35-6

‘Gesture and Signature: Semiurgy in Contem-
porary Ant’, 110

Gestures and Opmons of Doctor Faustroll,
The (Jarey), 162, 163

Gide, André, 191-2

gift, theory of the, 43, 125,126

God, 119-20

Godelier, Maurice, 47

Grundrisse (Marx), 36

Guartan, Felix, 46, 122, 123, 127, 132, 136,
138

Habermas, Jurgen, 41, 67, 91, 142, 152, 215
Halley, Peter, 112, 113
Hegel, George Wilhelm Friedrich, 157, 166
Heidegger, Marun, 177, 211
history, 190, 212-13

end of, 1734, 192, 208-9
History of Sexuality, The (Foucauls), 134
Human Provence, The (Canet), 201
hyperreality, 82-3, 112, 140, 152, 156, 158

*Ideological Genesis of Needs, The', 22
imaginary, the, 108, 126, 220
metaphysical, 153-85
polincal, 186-7, 198-9
semiological, 63, 187, 188
implosion, social, $3-5, 87-8, 114, 118, 180,
214
In the Shadow of the Silent Majorities, 68-9,
77,84-9.91, 118,12
information, 68, 86 (see also media)
informanion society, 204-7
‘Intellecruals, Commument and Polinical
Power”, 196-7, 198

Copyrighted Material



Copyrighted Material

244 Index
intellectuals, in France, 123, 150-2 media, 66-76, 159, 206
and Socialism, 190-2, 196-7 and French meellectuals, 15041

lonesco, Eugene, 163 and the masses, 69, 86-9

Ingaray, Luce, 144, 145 and power, 133, 141

irony, 192 mediaton, 215-16

Jameson, Fredne, 7-8 Merleau-Ponty, Maurice, 95

Jarry. Alfred, 155, 162-3, 203, 212, 231-2 metamorphosis, 162, 174-5

pokes, 128, 131 metaphysics, 15385
micropolinies, 46, 54

Kafka, Franz, 142 Minima Moralia (Adorno), 201

Kierkegaard, Seren, 146 Movor of Producteon, The, 20, 33, 35, 39,

Kroker, Arthur, 202 40-2, 44-50, 126

Krokez, Arthur and Levin, Charles, 225-6 modern art, 110412
modernity, 9, 62, 67-8, 78, 95-6, 106, 117-18,

labor, 412, 61, 64-5 121

Lacan, Jacques, 40, 125, 126 Mocbius stnip, 83

Le Guin, Ursula, 203 Monod, Jacques, 138

Lefebvre, Henn, 4, 94 Montand, Yves, 196

Left Hand of Darkness, The (Le Guin), 203 Morris, Meaghen, 236

Levi, Bernard-Henn, 198 music, 37

Levi-Strauss, Claude, 90 Mythologies (Barthes), 3

Levin, Charles, 235-6

libidinal economy, 125, 129-30 narcissism, 100+1, 148, 180

life, and death, sce death natural nights, 78

linguistics, 21, 125 needs, 13, 15, 34-9

Lu Georg, 18, 166, 219 New French Theory, 1, 90-1, 132, 136
‘lutte enchantée ou la flite finale, La', 55 New Philosophers, 58-9, 197-8, 223

Lyotard, Jean-Francois, 46, 123, 132, 136, Neitzsche, Friedrich, 107, 127, 155, 162, 168,

138, 170, 222 177, 201
anistocratic morality of, 43, 182, 195
Machiavells, Niccolo, 194, 195 influence on poststructuralism, 91-2
machinery, 36 nihilism, 119-20
MAJOrItics, se¢ Masses nihilism, 118-20, 174
Mandeville, Bernard, 191, 194, 195 1984 (Orwell), 203

Marcuse, Herbert, 18, 77, 149, 158, 165, 215 nonsynchromicity, 141-2
nuclear deterrence, 81

marginal groups, 46
Marx, Karl obesity, 158-9
o0 conmsmpuion, 14, 27220 objeci-subject relations, 18, 155-61, 165-7,
on thf. 41-2 176, 175-80
Tl e
ban uction, 20, 31, 45, 4/, 52--3, 66 sychoanalysis of, 1245
on‘frc«lom and democracy, 222 rysmm of, 811,13, 15,23, 7%
Marxism = obscentty, 156, 182
Baudrillard’s criuque of, 3153, 65, 130-1, oedipal complex, 126, 127
159 Offe, Claus, 212
and media, 40, 66-7 “On Nihilism’, 118-20
:ﬁ ::'m l'f % Order of Things, The (Foucault), 78
e .l;om‘F md’o~Muxiun) Order of Simulacra, The', 77
masculine, the, 144-6, 147 P.C. on les paradss areficecls du politegue, Le,
masses, the, 77, 84-9, 102, 116, 160, 204 55
and culture, 55, 114-15 paufhysics. 162-3, 180, 203, 212
and media, 69, 86-9 phallus, the, 99-100
Mauss, Marcel, 43, 66, 125 pleasure, 16
Mayer,].P., 12 poctry, 128,129, 130
McLuhan, Marshall, 63, 68, 116, 19 politcal economy, end of, 61-2
and media, 66, 69, 70-1, 73-4, 206 (see also consumption,
meaning, 68, 118, 129, 164 producton)

Copyrighted Material



Copyrighted Material

Index 245
polical imaginary, 186-7, 198-9 Shapiro, Jeremy, 76
politics, and the media, 195-7 sign
pop art, 10811 control, 49-50
pornography, 133, 135 culture, 109-11
postmodern society, 60-9 feushism, of Bavdnllard, 100, 108, 115,

postmodernity, 67-8, 93121, 123, 141, 1534
posmmctunhsm. W-1,177.178
1 , The (Marx), 20
powr. 1324, 13941, 142, 147
Practice of Everyday Life, The (Certean), 27
‘Precession of Simulacra, The', 77-8
predestination, 160-1, 1634
‘primitive, the', 170, 187
primitive socictics, 45, 103, 104, 126-7
Prince, The (Machiavells), 194
private hie, 71-2
production
code of, 61-2
and consumption, 15,17, 31
mechanization of, 79
mode of, 41,47, 51-2, 61,126,137
and seduction, 138, 1434, 149
promiscusty, 182
Provinz des Menschen, Die (Canettt), 173
Protestant Work Ethic and the Sprit of
Capualism, The (Weber), 10
psychoanalysis, 101, 102, 122, 124-6, 127-9,
130, 136
public life, 72, 159
‘Publicité absolue, publicité zéro’, 98
racism, 171, 184
radio, 89
Rauschenberg, Robert, 110
Reading Captal Politically (Cleaver), 28-9
Re:ra Ronald, 133,172, 19
the', 63-4, 153, 178, 180
Red Dewn {film), 170
R for the Media’, 66
ution, 57, 122, 140
nvoluuonuy‘ theory, 18, 54, 123, 129, 131,
187
robots, 79
Rorty, Richard, 90

S/Z (Barthes), 30, 31

Sagawa, Isses, 182, 184

Sarafian, Richard, 168

Sartre, Jean-Paul, 95, 123, 157, 191-2

Saussure, Ferdinand de, 34, 21, 66, 94, 125,
126,129

&WYv Mnu‘. 2'2

science fiction, 203

seduction, 138, 143-9, 157, 174-5, 1823, 187

semiological imaginary, 187, 188

semiology, 3-4, 14, 40 (see also sign, signs)

sexism, 1814

sexuality, 96, 99100, 135-6, 138, 144, 147

146, 163, 171-2, 178, 187, 193, 199
svstems, 10, 14, 15,19, 51-2, 76, 78, 97
values, 21-5, 27, 29-30, 49

SIENS
of death, 106-7
as reality, 63-4
and Socialism, 193
simulacra, orders of, 77-9
Simizlacres et simulations, 98, 154
simulation, 81, 834,90, 97-8, 158, 178
art, 109, 112-13
codes, 62-4, 80
history as, 209
of politics, 196
of power, 133
of texts, 150, 175-6, 200-2, 204
Simulations, 77-84, 91
social, end of the, 847
social theory, 91, 132, 212-6
socialism, in France, 189-96
société de consummation, La, 7,
-
spectacie, 213-14
straégies fatales, Les, 15562, 169, 191, 192,
202,210
structuralism, 9

subject-object relations, 18, 155-61, 165-7,
176, 178-80

subjecuivity, 163, 166, 175, 176

Sylvére Lotringer, 173

symbolic, the, 126, 128-9

symbolic exchange, 23, 42-6, 65-6, 87, 103-7,
1256

Symbolic Exchange and Death, see L’échange

¢ et la mort
Systéme de la mode (Barthes), 26, 31
systéme des obpects, Le, 7,811,176

1218, M,

wal society, 11
wlevmon.bs. 69,70, 74
Telos, 89
Theory of the Lewswure Class (Veblen), 21
Tocqueville, Alexis de, see de Tocqueville,
Alexas

Ubx Roi (Jarry), 162, 163
unconscious, the, 124, 127, 128
Understanding Media (McLuhan), 66
United States of America, 168-73, 211
use value, 34-9, 43,57

Vanishing Point (film), 168
Vcbl.::'.?hovﬂtin. 21

Copyrighted Material



246

Vietnam war, 54
Viriho, Paul, 169

Warhol, Andy, 94, 110
Watergate affair, 82
Weber, Max, 104, 142
Wess, Peter, 54

Copyrighted Material

Index
‘What Are You Doing After the Orgy?,
182-4, 201
World Trade Center (New York), 81,113

Yeu m H“ Al'“dy HWM- Th.n m-
208, 209

compiled by Chris McKay

Copyrighted Material



Copyrighted Mater:al

Crivical theory: cultoral studies

Jean Baudaillard

From Marasm o Postmodernism and Beyond

Douglas Kellner

‘Douglas Kellner provides a deft and trustworthy guide through the dizzying,
hyperreal world of Baudnllard's imaginary. At the same ume he remains
resolutely unseduced by s charms, The result is a trenchant political entique of
the figure he calls the **Walt Disney of contemporary metaphysics . " Martin Jay,
University of California, Berkeley

This is the first full-scale cniique in English of the work of Jean Baudnllard, 2
fascinating French thinker who has, duning the past twenty years, opened new
lines of cultural thought and discourse while sharply questioning many of the
Marvan, Freudian, and structuralise positions that were characteristic of the
previous era of radical social theory. According to a Canadian journal that
devoted a special issue to him, Baudnllard is *'a walisman: a symptom, asign, a
charm, and, above all, a password to the next universe.’

The author argues that though today Baudrillard is celebrated as one of the
most innovative thinkers in the discourses of poststructuralism and post.
modermism, his reception has been remarkably uncritical and ahistorical. There
has been little analysss of his complex intellectual trajectory, of his involvement
in a series of debates within the French post-May 1968 intelleciual scene, and of
his dramanc transtformanions in thinking and wriung in the 1970's and 1980°s

In this book, the author begins the process of mapping out, contextualizing,
and cnucally apprassing Baudnllard s trajecrory. He deals first with Baudrillard's
carly writings, notably The System of Obgects and The Consumer Socrety, which
form the onginal matrix of his thought. The remainder of the book 1s organized
themanically, analyzing Baudrillard's carly development of a neo-Marxian social
theory (The Mirror of Production), his break with Marxism (Symbolic Exchange
and Death), his am 10 a postmodern position (Forget Foucault and Of
Seduction), and the surprising developments in his work of the 1970's and
1980°s (America and The Divine Left)

Cover tlhuscranon: Linear Composstiion wetd Compan., 1915, by Alexander Rodchenko s teproduced
by kind permassion of Femand Hazan, Pars and Archive Nakov, Parss

Cover design by Kichard Bosall

Ponted 10 Great Brican

ISBN 0-8047=-1757-5

Stanford University Press

Copyrighted M

(W



