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“It 1s hard to believe thar this is the first book on this major American filmmaker who not only directed

documentary masterpieces but also had a huge impact on several generations of American flm.
This long overdue collection is wonderfully absorbing.” THOMAS WAUGH. AUTHOR OF HARD TO FIND AND
THE FRUIT MACHINE

Innovative documentary filmmaker; friend of Andy Warhol, John Cage, Jasper Johns, Robert
Rauschenberg, and other leading figures of the New York art world: radical leftist critic of

the Establishment; and legendary bon vivant: Emile de Antonio (1919-1989) was a larger-than-hife
personality and a key figure in the development of postwar American cinema. A decade after

his death, his cinematic legacy remains unparalleled in American documentary film, ranging from the
brilliantly edited compilation of the 1954 Army-McCarthy hearings that helped construct Senator
Joseph McCarthy's reputation as a rogue demagogue (Point of Order) 1o a meditative juxtaposition of
documents about FBI director J. Edgar Hoover and intimate footage drawn from the Almmaker's own
life (Mr. Hoover and I).

This first full-length volume devoted to de Antonio collects interviews with and writings by him;
reviews and other critical material that detail the genesis, production history, and reception of

his films; a comprehensive filmography; and an in-depth biographical essay. Offering a long overdue
assessment of de Antonio's career, this indispensable book also makes a significant contribution

to our understanding of Amencan independent cinema at its most politically engaged.

I)UH‘QI..:‘S Kellner is George F. Kneller Chair in the Philosophy of Education at UCLA

and author of numerous books, including Media Culture. He i1s Emile de Antonio’s literary executor.

Dan Streible is assistant professor of hlm studies and art history ar the University of
South Carolina.

Haskell Wexler is an Academy Award-winning cinematographer who collaborated with Emile

de Antonio on the documentary Underground.
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