


Copynghted Material

Fis pblshod 199 by Rouredge
1 N Femer Lo, London ECAP 3EE.
Sty publabd n e USA and Canads

o R
29 Wese 35S, New York NY 10001

0 199 P Mo
avcdcion © 1998 Dougls Kelcr

Al s Nopartof hs bk my b e o
o e e by et o o
achds

g ad el o 2 Bl e
e e, withou permision i
oo e ublones.

Bt iy Caloguing in Publicstion D

A culog o o s ok el o e i Libear

Wiy of Conres Catloaing n Pblicton Dt
Nieue Herr, 1595
Tchnology,war, and e  Herber Marues ot by Dovglas
i

m e K.w mmms'm
1. Techoudon "“  Foohy] . Facim,
Spmien . 3 et .
e, Dot T T, Tl See: s

Heen, 195

e papers of Hhes Marcmer .|
NSNS 1988

[

Copyiighted Material



=

-

Copyrghted Material

CONTENTS

Foreword
Preface
“The Unknown Marcus ival Discoveries

New Ar

Acknowledgments
Introduction

Technology, War and Fascism: Marcuse i the 19405
Some Social Implications of Modern Technology
State and Individual Under National Socialism
Supplement

A History o the Doctrine of Social Change

Theories of Social Change

“The Neww German Mentaliey

SoplmertOne

Supplem:
Soploment Tove: O Pyclgical Neutrality

Copyiighted Material

39

&
59



Copynghted Material

Description of Theee Major Projects

Some Remarks on Aragon: Art and Politics
Toaliarian Era

33 Theses
Letters o Horkheimer
Heidegger and Marcuse: A Dialogue in Letters

Index.

Copyrighted Material

Contents

191

199

25



Copynghted Material

PREFACE

The Unknown Marcuse: New

Archival Discoveries

Douglas Kellner

During the lace 19605 and early 19705, Herbert Marcuse was considercd
one of the world's most important lving theorises. Acclaimed throughout
the world as a philosopher of liberation and revolution, Marcuse w
prominent figure in the Zeitgeis of the imes, deeply influencing the New

Left and opposiconal movements. His work was passionately debated by
il o ety pola 1 theseial permasion and be dcsly
o  goseation of el elencs aod wcsvis. ndeed, i
Books even achea genral public and i was lscumsech acached 204
eclebrated i the mass media, as wel s scholaly publcaions.

79, howeser, Herbere been

ekt g, T Mo P s e By s of bk
Marcuse, and the publcation of his unpublished texts could lead to new

oo M o b duh o Mo o
" iy e New Vo 580, Vincen G

-
Benkeley: Macmilan o 4nd Univesty of Cafornia Prsr 1984 €. Fred
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xiv Preface

interest in his work. While the waning of the revolurionary mosements
with which he was involved helps explain Marcuse’ lp in populariy,the
fck o et vt nd el b s omred, o vhle e

a large number of new translations of works by Benjamin,
o 2o Hernesdoi e o deade, Il e or
collected material by Marcuse has appeared. In additon, while there has

i
i
H
B
7
:
i

dialc
project of reconstructing reason and of positing utopian akernativs to
the existing society ~ a dialctical imagination that has fallen out of favor
i an era that rejecs revolutionary thought and grand visions of iberation
and social reconstruction.

vk S ant e e of Mo Mo nd Hales, Ganilc

osestheecgunge. Fankiur: Camps res,

e, cdors, Mo
Uil m Kanw s, 195
e M i iound 314 o oneof D bk
e .m, Aoty
. e e o1
it iz, 0 he mafrFech .w.“.my o o Ao

iy e o povet u..m\.m o e Gt e

S e and Dol Kellr, Sl Interrogations

(todoand Ken Yor? il e Gullond oo 199 snd e
oo Turn (New York: Gulord Pres, 1997)
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neglect of Marcuse may be altred through the publication of 1
W e e g unpublished and unknown, that is found
in the Herbers Marcuse archives in Frankfurt The prescnt volume - the
st o six planned collections from the Marcuse archises which will be
publshed by Roulede - contain some exrenly ieesing el
40 when Mo war g n colsboraive vk vih
ke i fox Sl Bsariwd S oking for
e i Wsinge 1 b pudakoirdfetil s
fascism. Our reader opens with essays on modem technology, National
ot tmd oo o Yol hange hat Mascane Spobd duag
s collaboration with the nsicue for Social Research. This material s
fllowe by sl of Geran fsien drfd e bforeand dsing
i work w

gt v Bk e e Ao e
Forkheimer and it Hldeger which ar of hasorical and theeal
e, Uineing Maroc s thght ding » momennn
historcal epoch that shaped the contours of the sccond half of the
i

“The work collected in this volume should make clear the continuing
relevance of Marcuse’s thought to contemporary issucs. The texts pub-
lished here exhibic his peneteaing criiques of technology and s

abiding imporsance of phlusoghy,socal heoy aed art for she manch
patory project. Indeed, much of the material collcted provides exemplary
attempts o link theory with practice to develop ideas that can be used to
grasp and transform exiscing social reality.

The e cha we v sl shold thu roide s g
Marcuse’s work and indicate his enduring significance in the contempo-
ey o, Suceesig ol rom e scives il '« published

rvals and will also provide inaccessible and unpublished

s ch o Matus’s s, phosophical work critea hory of
fety, engagement with Marxism and interventions in the 1960s. Each

i
icion, and Bographal nores wil recede ch 1y
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volume vill contain unpublished manuscripe, or texs difficul 0 access,
letters and noes, plus introductory essays which contextualize the works

and indicate the persisting imporcance of Marcuse’s thought as we prepare
for the next millennium.
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INTRODUCTION

Technology, War and Fascism:
Marcuse in the 1940s

Douglas Kellner

From 1942-1951, Hrbers Marese workd for varios sgencisof the
World War Two

w m i pw.n.x this period, Marcuse wrore some

n G and carried out historical an
orrn] smbes st shapd i sooqorn seurs, Fis 199
provides substantive historical insight into German fascism and 3
historico-empirial grounding for his later thought and writings, whicl
would continue to engage the m sues and cvents of h

inue 0 engage the most s
imes. The insights into fascism,the trends of advanced industrial soceties
a ancipatory potential of criial social theory and art present

in Marcuse's 19405 work continues o be of importance today, 35 new

technologies transform every aspect of lfe and various fascst and

rightuwing movements persisently prey on the insecuritcs and fears of our
h.

pot
o 1 o] il s ool iy of e o
of Marcuse’s texts of the 1940s and indicatc why 1 think this work is of
S gt e g e ket i

future,
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argue that the 19405 were extremely importane for Herbert Marcuse's

important hisorical epoch and provide theoretical and politcal resources
for the present age.”

MARCUSE AND THE INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL
EARCH

“The Institute for Social Rescarch was founded in Frankfure, Germany,
during the 19205 as the fest Marxistoriented research instiute in Europe.:
Unde he dicuntip of Max Horkbemer, who waumed bi porion
in 1930, the Institute developed a concey
which they contrastd with ~nadiiond] theor.» I aiditon, members
o the Insiue produced critues of dorinan theorics and conceps of

of d P
capitalism, including analysis of German fascism. Marcuse participated
in all of chese projects and was one of the central and most prodictive
members in the Institute along with Horkheimer, T.W. Adorno, Erich
Fromm, Leo Lowenthal, Franz Neumann and Friedrich Pollock.

Ye

Horkheimer aod she neae sompesin fo B faors nd. iengiip
during che insccure siation of exile when the various members were
dependent on the Insitute for fnancial support, and academic posit

in America were scroe for the German cxles3 Horkbeimer compuled

e, Marts 1 ol S u«nmm,ms.,un
2 Un(h:hmMY,wlulw\)mc»ol(hrhnwlm([ Ko, s

SFrankdr el i o The Dikci neaton
i Comany 1973 ki, gy o oliens P, 15907

el Dubil, Teory and Pl Combrke, Mo . 1985; Douglas
Kelloer,Cricl Theory, Marsi,and N Halimore,
oyt s Jo gk er P 1953 s Bl Wiseho e
FrankfrtSchool. Cambrdee 3nd Cambrdse, s Poley Prss and MIT Frs
S the clftions okt and dumens M ok, Gl
Snfen, 3 edaed by e S ot o i by
s Voo oo oo ol e g

itude of the Instiut work and retonships durin the ol perod of
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the Instituee purse-srings and doled out monehly stipends 1o the various
kv i :

forhi i
Marcuse joined the Insire in 1933, flecing from Frankfurt t0 work
in their Geneva Branch after Hirlr's rse to power, He emigrated o the
United States on July 4, 1934, and soon took out naturalization papers,
becoming an American ciien in 1940, In July 1934, Columbia University
the Institue o afilate with them and placed a building at their
disposal, cnabling them to organize an “Inteenational Insitut for Social
Rescarch” to conti

the 1930, the group continued to publish ther studies in German in the
e i Sloihung, whch ey began publin n Enope in
1932, though the inal 1941 volumes were published n Englih.

. Sare Hughes has descibed the migaton of European nclctual

it = or series of events — of the second quarter of the twentieth
scholarsorganized around the International

anism, diffrent aspects of which were appearing in both capitalist and
communist countries. Marcuse was one of the first critical theorists of the
new forms of technological and. political domination in the advanced

of technology, fascism and the vicissitudes of advanced industrial sociery
~ themes that he would develop in his post-World War Two wriings.
While working with the Insttute, Marcuse was their philosophy
list who prepared a book Reason and Revolution which would
imroduce Hegel, Mars and social theory to English-speaking audiences

theory being developed by the Institure, which itself had strong Hegelian
M ;

el Volume 12 contains many documents concrning It projeces, ncuding

oo e, s 11 ot e s
e porodof il

GNSnunilughcs,‘nr)uqu New York 975:

$ o e Koo s Rt N Yo Onard lrnmﬂw T

530 T 1953 pabshed b Cotams Uty o
mpitins Alerwond whih delineates he emerEng heoretea pobocal
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Hegelan philosophy with German fascism, and how Hegel's philosophy

and dialectical mechod contained saciall crtical and emancipatory motifs
b ken up in Marx and a latr tadition of crtical thought. Strong

the relation of theory to practice ~ motifs central to Frankfurt School
il hor

In the context in which it was written and published, Reason and
Revolton demonstaed an an st vl i th German adidon
and the continued relevance and indecd increasing importance of the
for citcal social theory in the current conjuncture, In the carly 19405,
when Hitler' armies were aking over Europe and marching on the Soviet
o

vestiges of frecdom, democracy and the progressive heritage of Western
civilization would be eliminated. Anorher of Marcuse's texts of the period
contained passages and pathos which artculated the dire threat to huma
freedom and well-beng at th time. fn onc poignant passage, Marcuse
itself 10 one single and at the same time common ssue. Faced with fascist
barbarism, everyone knows what frcdom means.™

Our collection opens with several imporcant texts writeen in the context
of Marcuse’ work with the Insitute. An extremely significant 1941 article,
“Some Social Implications of Modern Technology,” published in English
in the Instiue’s journal,contins Mareue' it skech of the ol of
techalogy in modern induszial socities and aniipates is e ey

hi

dcine of |ml|v\du:h<m from the time of the bourgeois revolutions o the
echnological socicty. Individual rationaliy, he
bt plgore. o regnan supersttions, rrationality and

Fos 568 T 130 Bexan P prack el of Resson il Revlion
gt e e ot porcnc of ey

oy of Modern Technology,” St i
5
¢ o vl of

g with Ve T0) and it Vo I 134015411
andto

Conpect o vl i ernh wm.‘w ol ke o o

e vlume which conais Mare chaology ndionesthteThe

it of ser bodics of sesearch. D Pollcs arle and that of .

e o Ntionl S, deverd a Colombis Uniersy 153 part o &
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don

don, and posed the individual in 4 crtcal stance agains sosicty.
principle w

e ndivkduay Htcaion d sy dvanceméoe In he cmiegiog
bourgeos ideology of the cighteenth and ineteenth centuris, the nascent
liberal-democratic society was deemed the social arrangement in which
the individual could pursue its own selfinterest and at the same time
comh s ancil piopess: The feylopueorf modkrn Rdsey wnd
technological rationaliey, however, undermined the basis of the critcal
ol and bl he ldvidal (0 craing domiuin by

apparatus. As capitalism and technology developed,
Mdvanced el oty Gesnded ereating. slawern 1. o
cconomic and social o to ncrstingly ol
domition d sdninaruon, Hecs, o “wechanis of cofory”
peead throughout the sy The oy and power of eebnclogal
ey iy ovcvheied the. g, whogadially oo he
earler rais of critcal rationalit (i.c. autonomy, dissnt, the power of

In the light of the Frankfurt School tendency to posit technology
prinaiy o e o deition s il sy st 2
apparatus of social control and st o, it is inceresting to note
¢ e oy o
in his 1941 study colleted in chis volume (see page 411 He distinguishes
benween “technology” (defined “a5 a mode of production, asthe tosality
of instruments, devices and contrivances which characterze the machine
age”) and “technics” (defined as the instruments and pracices “of ndustry,
transportation, communication”) to distinguish the system of techno-
logical dominacion from techoical device and thei usc. Marcus thus
disinguishes between fechnology a5 an entire “mode of organizing
perpetuating (or chaning) social relationships,  manifestation of prevalent
thought and behavior patterns, an instrument for control and domina
tion', contrasted t techics which refers to techniques of production and

ompurers.

byt i, Dr. Marcuse'saecle cxpands bis pape o the
i o e comprane dcmnat e o o e mmmm -

B e R Sotoms ok faows et o
Technolog i thi volume, ndiches that -Seun Socal Implcaons~ pursacs for

s Ve o s S e or o e e of
e s ndimdual e Cormn i
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themselves “promote authoritarianism a5 well 3 scarcity as well 25
abundance,theextension a wellas the otion ot

e presents National Socalism a5 an examle in which technology and a
il socety and ooy an s s nrumens o laan
domination, describing.the Third Reich a5 a form of “t

dediated  the et rchnclogel efins
analysis with industrial democracies, but which perhaps underplays the

and erode individuality, Marcuse concludes his study with a vision of
ow technics migh produce abundance for al, climinate the necessity for
excessive toil and alienated labor, and increase the realm of frcedom,
Buildi s 2

it Marcuse wites:

Technis hampers individual dvelopmen only insofar a they ar ted 1 3
ol spurates which perpereres sarca, wrd i s oppuranEs s
el s i my St h syl hnlvnu\ o in whi
s i, For ks rson, ol rograms o s v tchoog
Homacer, 1) propegeni e st inhenpa evpdio v Sy oo
by product of The
enemics of technicsreadly join fores with a eroristic tehrocracy.

e 0 i Cor, i s Hide who
sy mn(n:d !nhnulu:y. yet embraced National
bined & wrrorite. chnocrecy wih raioosle

both its technocratic celebration as inherendly an instrument of iberation
‘and progress, a5 wel a s technophobic denunciarion as solly an inseru-

it of domination. In the concluding pages, he points to the “possible
democratization of functions which techaics may promore and which
may facltare complete human development in all branches of work and

iminisration.” In addition, “mechanization and standardizarion may one
day help to shif the center of grasity from the necesstes of material
production to the arena of free human realization.”

Mare Grandriss. London: Fenguin Books, 19752 04 1. Laer, Marcse:
- cxrlmllv sty cal atension 0 she Marsian nsis o
echmology 35 ciminatng abor 3nd 3 workd of wank, SrANTEth s o 3 e
el of resdom.
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the echnaloical socity of the present era since contemporary discou
o vechnclogy reod % dichoremize It hie technophllc ecebeaions
edicate a golden
future, or technophobic discourses which demonize technology s -
instrument of destruction and domination. Marcuse’s critcal theory.
g s e s S S
positve potentials thar could be used to democratize and enhance human
lie Foll '

v technologics could significantly reduce the working day and
increase the realm of freedom: “The less time and encrgy man has to

thathe can ‘individualiz’the sphere of hishuman realzaion The esay
thus concludes with Marcusean utopian speculations on how a new
technological socicty of abundance and wealth could allow the full
relization of individual potentials and produce 3 new realm of freedom

One notes the great number of American and English-language sources
in Marcuse’s arcicle on technology, including Thorstein Veblen, Lewis
Mumford, Thurman Amold, Henry Wi

19405, Marcuse immersed himselfin a vast varicty of academic literacure

Dhlluwpher Indeed, m,mk was engaging the central deas and events of
05 in lne with

e o it A T e ot e e o

ecesined 3 setou ngagement ith Nationa Sl

NATIONAL SOCIALISM AND A THEORY OF
SOCIAL CHANGE

sughous the early 19405, Marcuse hoped for a more secure position
with the Insctute for Social Research and in partcular a more formalized
working relarionship with Horkheimer. In April 1941, Horkheimer moved
0 southern California, advised by his doctor to seek a better climate, and
Marcuse folowed in May 1941. Indeed, part of Horkheimer's motivasion
0 move to California was o leave behind his Institute responsibiliies
50 that he could devore himself full time to theoretical work, especially to
a long-announced project on dialectics’ In the Fall, however, Marcuse

Copyiighted Material
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Columbia U
in an Ocobr 15 194 ks t Horkbeimer e page 231, Maruse
Robert

e Columbia ety sty ep ot i wheh e
was attempting to develop closer relations and to get teaching positions
forits members. This letter notes Lynd's disappointment that the Insttute
did not more folly invegrate eself n the American culral and academic
ce American

intellcctuals.

Marcuse ells Horkh s October 1941 leter of a lecture that
e was plnning o ~Scte and Indvidal nder NatinalSocsom. The
e s ar of a e of Fall 1941 kst e s was
offering on G fascism at Columbia University and this volume
bl he rext o the s e (e page 7). reuse apened
ecture,seating:

a revuation. 1 we understand by revolaion a change i the vry srcture of
Sy, that i o say, the transfe of the prcdominane power 0 new scial

e . e ool Sl i of ot . T llowing
Tocares Wi g o show thar e s and s wiich
o

over the National Soxalnt s,

Miarcue conepion of Natoal ol s depy nlened
by Franz Neumann's Beh refers 10 Hobbes'
g il i sk e b deployed 1o
b v abotaie sany = . “Behmahy & R of snary 4o

the ruling.
groups control the rest of the population dirccly, without the mediation

Ve e ol i e g 1501
ggershaus, The Frankart School 2484, 3021
0 Trom which I cie
he ent Marcuse prepared o publcaon which w inchd s o e
e 690, We.

omps e i e ammaes e e il bl sk ot
st whor was chosly sssocited in Weimar Germany wih he Cesman de

Copyrighted Material
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of that rational though coercive apparatus hitherto known as the scate™

470). Marcuse follows Neumann in his lecture on National Socialism by
suting:

poltical funcriom to the social roups acually in povwer. In orher words,

e il e e e e of e o And ¢ ot
e manss by g he ot b and el i of she
fietrury
For Marcuse and Neumann, National Socialism puts aside the rule of

Iaw and separation of powers which was the definin, form of the modern

liberalstare, s ruling cliques rject the forms of parfiamentary democracy

and deology to keep the masics in lne.
otalitarian,” but racher the Nazi parcy
anempes 1 conral poelal sl anekural 1, whik bawencs
of production capitalist

2 bya
of societal organiarion, ratonalzaton and administation. Indecd. in

——
juction can operate in the interest of totaltarian oppression and
continued scarcir. The Third Reich s indeed a form of ‘technocracy's the

the ol tandrds of oy and enral welfare”

hough this conception of German fascism seems contradictory,
Nt wold <oty 4 o o ctacensed by o
beasveen lawlessness and disorder contrastd to extreme rationalization

saw National Socialism as 2 new kind of sate in which it was difficult to

ion movement and Social Desocrtic Py, both of whichbe reprseed 11
wyer, A ares and sernment i 1933 h it Gemany and sl
evonors fn Lomdon with Haruh Lask, n 1536, be emgrard t New York

Uy and best kv Ry 5 te 1940 e he pabicatio of Bebemos
Marcuse wasepecally cose 0 Neunmann, with whom he worked fn Washingion
T

Trends and Neuman helped 0 8t s job s Woshingin.
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whether economic or poliical factors were primary. There was, in fact,

Sgnicant bt withn th I 2 0 whether Natonal Socalem

was or was not a new kind of posccapitalst socal formation which w:
erned The

Frederick Pollock openly argucd for the “primacy of the poitca,” arguing
L W " o o il i

fal accumulation and the profit moive were secondary o fascist
polial obims and. gl Newas, by e g
German fascism preserved central features of the capitalist economy and
shoud be ot as 8 o of “Toscian Movegoly Caislm”
presesin heprimacy of economis rlatons scesed by

“form
o oy e e v ide wih Pllocks aceoun of e i
ofhe ol et nthe s el Mt e ce i o e
new functions of technology in contemporary societies within the context

of
kst ey syt ogs e e
and Marcuse ths mediates between the two competing,
Istiute positions, arguing that ccononric and political factors ae integ
el lsd i the conareion ofthe s sk Inted of srping
for the primacy of the cconomic or the palitc thus claims
e 150 4 aseiand piatio 101 atios scmmoes et
private, semi-private (party) and public (governmental) bureaucracie. The
O reeason ot e e of e el cssepean et o o
Strongest marives for the transformation of cconomic into totalitarian
politcal conteol, and efficiency is one of the main reasons for the Fascist
regime’s hold over it regimented population.”™

12 ok wa i i of Horkhimers e s 0 he
Do o i <o
e cemomin. o Pl
Phisoy ond
e 1955

and gt
Er ko
Interutionl ournal of Pols, Vol VL, o
il P and th
Yol Ne S e T2,

13 O th It s ]
Silne, Gescichte nd Herschf. Frankr: Sy, 1979, 1591, 3
s o S i b 0 o X \nmmvc

Woncha, & e N

oo Eoopih Ve 81
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il oy el G g ooy gl
s 0 play

ver the cconomy and populace, cconomic factors contin
auronomous ol in the consinion of [estespylale

prescnted a historical stage that followed liberal capitalism and which
negated the progressive aspects of the democratic traditon (.. human
eights, individual frecdoms, parliamentary democracy, erc.). In addiion,

Marcuse, ik e s e ke et mosion il
National Socialism that could be used to destroy the whereas
Pallock's

ocial formation which solved the  problems of the crisis-endencies
- g ot o o oo 454

tem of domination.
T o an Iividual Under Nodoal Soialsm,” Marcuse discuscs
ture of German fascism, itsdifferences from the liberal sate, and
the lionsi

and a form of technological rationality that really holds the. system
i

togerher “statc-machine”
expansion and promises boory and prestige to those who submit 1o its
dictates and pursue its aims.

“The masses, who are the obiects of administation and domination,
are atomized individuals pursuing eher scl-nterest, and their need for
slf-preervarion binds them to the whole. Marcuse clims that German
fascism *
alism,” which unleashes forces of aggression, desubliminated eroric
impls and various sdomasohieic mpobcs. T s of how

helps bind individual

to fascist society antiipates Marcuse’s later concept of “repressive
desublimation” in which instinctual gratification binds individuals more
closely t0. repressive order.

“Thus, Narional Socialism for Marcuse both unleashes the bourgeois
individual and provides gratification for individual submersion in the
masses. Marcuse continued his interrogations of National Socilism in
some studies for the U.S. government which | discuss n the next section.
Yet a hitherto unknown set of manuscripts by Marcuse and Newmann
devored to the theory of social change, which was evidently produced

g the Research,

Copyiighted Material
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the Marcuse archives. In this project, Marcuse and Neumann sketch out
their perpectiveson ol translormationand i o mor ol
of th

and activis orientation than many of the other Institute members. This
series of manwserips, ul bished bere. B te e Sme, . cxrenely
revision of the Frankfurt

School. The manicrits on heoris of soial change provide fascinating
materal that mitigates the widespread opinion that the entire group
was turning away from social practice and politcal action in the 19405
and reval @ qute disic diference in poliical orincation berween
Horkheimer and Adorno in contrast to Marcuse and Neomann.

and 1071, indicate that Marcuse and Neumann were oo it

indiion of polical s sl g Thee comprse 4 onger nd
ine

archives which appears to be proposals for 2 lecrure or seminar course on

alistof readings. The descrption of the proposed university course on the
copic provides 2 short precs of the project:

of socalchange for contemporaey socey.

v them il b dcosed. Pl anion wil b pud t0
ransiions a5 those from feudalsm o capitalim, from lascrf

A note in Marcuse’s handiwritng on the themes of the study indicates
that he and Newnann intended to analyze confictng tendencies toward

14 Claim dhar th FrankreSchool s abandoning adical plitics i the 19405
e made i Ja' The Dislcical Igontion and mow ohe sandard sccounts

R 2

1930 3nd 19408 put . qestio ths rprcaion by chowin
e thes heory

pracc. Inded, more hereniatd 1t o the ramidon Shool arc

s of the

e
15 The course decriprion and Marcuse's ot are found in  older i bis archives
marked #1101
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change; subjective and objective factors that produce social change;
paterns h i direct
1 ch

culminatein a “theory of social change for ou sociey.” Cariously, no onc
Seems to know anything about the genesis, nature and fate of this projec.
work within o extant
leters discusing the enterprie, and no surviving associae of the Institute,
or scholar of criical theory that | consulted, had any information about
he project.'* And yet the manuscripts exist. They are specally ineresting
because they develop a theory of social change oriented toward contem-
porary conditions, thus secking to fil precisel the gap that it citics had
always pointed o at the Insitute.
A seventeen-page typed manuscript in the Marcuse archives, entitled
A Hisaryof e Do of Sl Chans” by Mt nd N,

Since snciloy a5 an ndepedens scinc s o bl befor the
=

T oween phio
T of sty (s comaecion which will b cxplinel i e 1)

theancint world, nthe middlc e, nd on th commencement of modern
s One s el s e b on e G ht sl chanee
s b et aihin  prdela il s, bt e b under
e o i ) iy f b 1 T cmton

o th oo e el cmcys ey o

H
i
17
L
i

eation .,, oty o sk e Fo e Grsks,prhiginl
Concepes e cacatially cahicl, social and polical ons, 1 be ntgrated
o the ke snceof hdoecphy

“This passage clearly reveals the typically Marcusean tendency - shared
A

o Nt B e ke o spetaion Bk i New Yok on
i ke o Wi o g m,«s el
o s ot i o e

o e documens e or s, Doy, Mt Nemaney

‘and orhers might find ther proyct oo “poltical.- and even “Marxis” (since
h S i Moo cocions of ol hnge 1 30 3 e
Horkhemes wak concerd 10 cove ove he stiute’s Marsian
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theory, psychology and politics. While standard academic practice tended
@ vpaoue et Mo i i collogee el
Neumann read ancient philosophy 3
g bt o o <han i e o o o
conditions that would produce the highest fulfllment of the individual.
“This project begins, they claim, with the Sophists and proceeds through
Plato, Aristote and the later Greck and Roman schools via medieval to
modern philosophy.

of social change, thus presenting theories of socity a5 a contested terrain

s Sy, e woslis ol ool gl
of the existing social o

rial,maerias and pmmm.“ heore wich tore Meatsand con-

servarive ones."” They also championed a synthesis of philosaphy, poliics
and social .hww in developing  theory of social change, noting that

iy ot tinghy i Sl i . M o Vg

Marcuse and Neumann, by contrast, argued for the importance of
transdisciplinary perspecives in the spirit of citcal theory.

i pobe b coonly g i by o e ks
School since it shows that in the 19405 there were two, n
halhon. 1 che s it i mpli i s o
the trends of Western civilization being developed by Horkheimer and
Ao i Ditectc o Enlgemménts aod ) the sore pesrica poiical

velopment of eritcal theory as  theory of social change anticipated by
Marcuse nd Neumann. For Mareus and Neaman, coicalthory o

social theory and radical politcs - precisly the projec of 1930s critcal
19405 in

their
theory and radical poltics.

et the teats remain 4 curiosity within the history of the Frankfurt
School, delincating an uncompleted project that would have flled 2

v Jilosophical

¢t 1930 and o
ke s he dcussion of Marcuse's 1930x work n Keloee, Herbet
Mo o3,
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completed.™ Theie work on this enterprise seems to have been interruptcd
 the wartime actvity, and although both lectured on the topic in

0 the venture of producing a co-authored book on th to

THE FRANKEURT SCHOOL IN WASHINGTON

In carly 1942, Marcuse recumed o Los Angeles hoping to resume
collaborative work with Horkheimer on the diaectics project. He now
appeared to have no. prospects for a university professorship and his
ot mipors by e i was picbicmgial Afr th Jpains’
attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the United States entered the
war and the prospects for university cmployment for cmigeants were
ot ik he s o i condiionsand coing b cm sl
i
oot e S
ers to whom they were responsible for fnancial support.
Insitute had already cut off cheir disinguished social psychologist Erich
Fromm in 1939 and told Neumann that they would no longer be able to
fund him in 1941 Neumann vigorously protested and they agreed
o support him temporarily with 3 reduced stipend. How N

forth be Horkheimer's major collaborator. Marcuse was thus in 3 very
California, pos

18 In The Origns of Negarie Disectcs (New York: Th Fre Fres, 197, S
1530,

heory of cotemporuey socty a1 the atrpts 8 devlop  rabeal cultral
i T e b Wit Tt e e o e s

o i sl s e 1500
Wiagershaus, Frankfur Schoo: 245
20 Sed Wiasisaus, Frankfurt Shook 262-3; 954,
31 Rchive ot the New Yok Pabe Livars Papes o he e
Dispiaced Forcen Scholars: “Correspondence with Scholars u.«m. g.,m. o
Felowaipn, 19331945 Se s, Ton Vears on Mormiiade
b e o, 1141941 e ors s o o e
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preferred writing partner.** Consequenly, both Neumann and Marcuse
began to consider the possbiltes of U.S. government jobs. Neumann
received an appointment as chief consultant at the Board of Economic
Warfare in July 1942, and in auwmn 1942, Marcuse tavelled 10
‘Washington o investigate the possiblicy of a US. government positon.
In'a handwritien leter dated November 11, 1942 from Washingon (scc
pase 234), Marcuse told Horkheimer that he was negotiating for a position
i the inellgence burcau of the Office of War Information: “My function
wouklbe 0 ke sugesions on how to presnt the enmy o the
Ameican peoply nthe pres, movis propaganda, " The o would

G
gl byl i
Marcuse sates: “As | told you, 1 would not accept i . the government
jobl.” However, Marcuse claims that Pollock told him not to be hasty
in turning down the posiion, that *the Insiute’s budget wil not last
longer than 2 to 3 years, and that my future is at stake. | think he s
over-pessimistic.”
In o icsling e, sk, In s, xcournged

e he o i b e s o A Db 3, 1943
from Mareus to Horkbeimet inlcaes that he had bee e 10 e
a mesting at the Office of War Information “ta detcrmine which groups
persons and institutions of Nazi Germany should be actually branded
as The Enemy. During the conference, I received the message that my
appointment has been approved and that | should take the oath of offce
tomorow.” Expresing regrets to Horkheimer thatthey would not be able
to continue their work together, Marcuse indicates that he is inclined

take the posiion. But, holding out against hope the prospect that

3
i the vaious st merers ik that they o e vjor

of ety o e wi Norvo S rimers e
o i docurnen his s with

epled iy . 1935) that he could ot engage all ofthe sues i Adorno's e

i fors, lossing over i aiack on Marcuse
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in Instinue
1d not hesiate to reject the posicion if you
i o ko o o i 8 s o
elonging to yo

In December 4 and 19, 1942 lettrs to Marcuse, Horkheimer assures
i thac i Bsetht e rake the posion, hat they can continue 0

Jlabor advance
i s e, Mt b oty bl o s
of Stategic Services (055) a manuscript prepared by the Institute on “The

offcial Edward Hartshorne to Marcuse indicates his appr
it i e th sl Whih L sperts of diepopoced
I profr ol b bt Mo el Moo of
SS inteest in the projct in a December 4, 1942 letter and Horkheimer
ponded potivl n  Decembr 19, 1942 ke, ot  denrs v
Aot top i et st ARtk g s e e e
of this exch.

In December 1942, Marcuse thercfore joined the Office of War Infor-
mation as a senior analyst in the Bureau of Inteligence. An cxtremely
inceresing m on “The New German Mentalicy,” found in the
Maree srcive, devloped. b sl of to cunt sraio I

Germany and how the US. could best produce propagands that would
wm the Germans against fascism* The manuscripe, published here
for the first time (see page 139), is dated June 1942, and was prabably

of “State and Individual Undee Narional Socialism.” The perspecives
on German fascism are indeed quite similar o the earlicr manuscript,

25 I Novenbr 15,1543,k rien 1 Horkeies on e s s
36 M o b e e G, o
oy eppntion o e of st oo v e
e oevii st Ko of o Ilenl chor ey ok are
o ok of s i ple whe v ol and

i ighe b o 10 v
T g R
her Marcwe, e New Goman M
m ey o G il sty
i Word Wt T, By K c st -mesbes

1201 e e 30 1
nd

S escrch proponshs akubired, hey s, o Al i T war - Matcve
St o the i ofthe Prchog Diiion manscres e had i on The
New Geman Mentabny and et Motale o Germany ™ o llgente
Research and Avsivs i he Offce of Satgic e 19421945, Combeie,
o iUty e, 153 17 T o e Mol
Germany.* howen arcue and s reered 10 o 1 of "N
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though the analyss in “The New German Mentalty™ is much more
comprehensive and decaled. Evidenty, Marcuse prepared this manuscript
: d ou, it helped ge b

ajob with U.

insights into “the New German mentality.
| The e page describes he ext 2.3  Memorssdue on s Sty i e

,
o ooy g o i

4 mualty. s dses the ingid componens of Geeman ey
vhl ofeting a0 ireiog conep of counegeopaptd.” Mar

indicrs s the v German mepeality” s sl beween & “matir-f-
facnesn,” or“pragnaiclayer” and “myhologial ayer” whic ncldes

s benween technological r\rmmhw st oo ot b e
et o
In dhis study, Marcuse provides a decaled analysis of the logic and

Maruse proposs wsing the “maroffacines” agint e fscits

romptp T immagiakin syrivini foetis- o o
that National we successfully undermined (such as
specti b 0em e rights). Marcusc’s discussions of what forms
s And thr s ofculs igh b bl sgnion
Gemman fas in penctratng insights into the politis of language
2nd she speci ot ot Aicouse sa e, haciod '

‘Germany. He also provides an interesting analyss of how different forms

Germany Menulity” a5

1 e e e of ;h: Conngmr of

ey u-:v-(mn( o, o o o Ak o e
Bt (0% o Gl e Sk 05 T of whh
Mireue wosked o
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“The New German Mentalty” circulated during his work with the
Office of War Information, as there are three late reports found in the
Marcuse archives that mention the text and which we include in this

volume as addenda. In one report (scc page 174(), Marcuse claborates his
oo of what. migh bt et Seousee PopepmGe” sl 8
the Gemanpopl, gt “theangage o s shold b the

mm.v:l) mocalistc or bombastc language and provides some examples
what he considers successful anti-Nazi propaganda based on more
Bl

fthe nemy o U sl o Marue erami
that the mass media and o

se argues that the ter
vivid image of @ thicaening German enemy, but streses also the need to

Ansisofte ol and comomic s of Mo Grmary s
lincation of the differing groups and organizations, highlighting which
roup,such a8 bigbusioss e he Nt s il are e ity
implicated in German war crimes and are thus the main “enemy” of
alis.
Marucs govrmens s which amie German i
imporant becawee thy provide oignal naiyacs of the. pyehologion,
el o chaclogial u,mu..m..s of oliarian s and theway

ameppagais s o pendad Yo Moo ely e 2 e

i M 1543 0 e o Ol o Seege S 108D
working until the end of the war in the Central European Scction of the
Rescarch and Analysis Branch. While the Office of War Information

“The following rmacks are haced upon the asumprions o i my

st
5 Marcane ecause of th reerence nd che sy whch ollows hat i
ottt e i e ko s g
26 Uned nd tdted anscrpt, Marcos archives #129.00, The e
e’ et reports i the s, the act that v collected i s e,
ok .
 Marcne. The e ctera hold for 4 hirdreport
o :k,(wmu Mumhrf 139,01 which we are s publabing 1 s
volame e 7
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primaily ocused on poducing ropsgands forthe Ameian, i, and

ranging [rasticboginn condiions in Germany 1o scive: ropaanda

in government service were highly regarded members of the Central
o Banch: A ot g by e o e Evgens Andercn

pur
s appotated e Nenman s ikl bocame the earen drciex
of the Scction, and Dr Marcuse, who at once became the leading analyst
Anderson also called attention o the interdiscipinary spiric

of cooperation and the practice of contextualizing analysis within critical
social theory, typical of the Institute of Social Research: “The spiit of
cooperaio amang the members bas beem remarkably cecive, Much
th

beliese in and practice this approach in their work
of our work, howeer, consss i the background anaiysis in ten

lic i the continuation of his method.”
ore repores for the  Anal
Branch of the OSS attemprng o idencfy Nazi and ant-Nazi groups and
individusls in Germany, and they drafted 3 Canil Affars Handbook
Germany shat dealt with de-Nazifcation. No manuscripts were found
o8

27 T an April 18, 1943 eierto Ma Horkbemer (s poge 243, Marcuse notes
hat The vt
eiked th s f the OWL, s aeny s rcsnl b 1

e Bt e g T | ol o
sl ok e G the i U5 g s

st ol g g

28 Eupne N: Anderson, Hitoryof the Esropean Sction, Ky 17 1945
ord Grap 226 ced n Ao

o Dol Vi -tk o, 86 35 S s

Sicr meviewswith Anderson, e and Hughes who woked n the

Eunapean Secion with Maresae 04 Neuman, 241 Archioioge Volume 2

29 Marcse 1o m that be hd o caken any of s OSS or St Deparrcnt
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only document pertaining to Marcuse’s OSS work found in his archives

and because it provides the fullest and most accurate description of his
we are including the document in full in this volume

“The firs project refers to the 1944 Givil Affairs Handbook Germany,
involving the “Dissolution of the Nazi Party and its Affliaed Orga
sations and Dok v Resval o OId Paisand Eablsmens

documents providing a detsled account of the economic, politcal and
o o Mo Goita, o s o Gmn

i jokes, Nazi propaganda, tens oween the ruling
ok et o e T T
de-Nasification studies in turn avempred to- specify which forces in
Germany could or could nor be worked with to provide democr:

fascism,

“The second project Marcuse described concerned a December 1, 1945
report on *The Social Democratic Party of Germany.” Marcuse indicated
thae ke “wcs he e prjct” a0 “vas gl o dravieg

This

Marcuse and his colleagues argued that Communist forces n the labor

and that Social Democrats would i their radition of liberal
democtatic. reformism.* Crites of the report questioned whether it

(December 28,1978 nteview in L Jolls, California, aldhough the exsence of
ol OV g L i s g eons we o 50
i i e

30 Ko e lnc 49, Ko oy  he o deled

Compehamane sy of Marcses ivahemcoe with he U5, gow
Ferlpokenfling o e gy of S
e T 5 e 195225 Fr e Koo

elciane vith whic et ot of

s 0 comum working wih Torkheies 00 IARE e, e B
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reflcted “objectivity and maturity i politicl research,™ but obiously
there were politcal debates within the US. government concerning the
future of Germany and the role of socalit and other leftst groups.
Miareus and is cllenges coneanly fough o eues democestation
of Germany and the incorporation of leftist partics, abor unions and all

John Herz, who worked with the Insieute members in the OSS, said thar
Marcuse and his associates “advocated 2 social democratic rformist
posiion and nox so much a Marxst one. They inclined toward a de

clminate the cfiects of auhoritarian, liberal tradiion at all il
‘Germanlife. I was a position with which I, as  non-Marxist, coul
akind of v, but one from which
ould aise when conditions were rght."

Marcuse and his colleagues also argucd for strong measures against the
ex-Nasis, with Marcuse recommending close supervision of al ightwing

“To treat these cq i
them equal protection from interference by hostile partes) would be
mount o perpecuating the greatest threat o the security of the occu

that same 220,000
inmediely, that 1,40 busines leaders who wers considered “acive
Nais™ be incarerated,and that once prisons were Fled, N conen

el no o have cxamined th corespondence i the Marcuse or Horkheimer
e o g sccous (o ] whih rew 0 s ek K

it oo |01 - i Menaliy,” Marcne s
Tovontiyof o vt Mo e i ot R s

it e persasaosclauhd wihthse of s comervstve ol
2 e S, 2 g Yo 3. 37

N, Prjeces Commitce Corespondence, Decnber 10, 1943, cited i Kot
i
34 RACA 165555, Gl Affrs e, Nowember 27, 1944 and Herbers Marcse,
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s b el ot i
war criminals and he
inlding the sbolion of the Nk pry he presecuion of war el

criminals, though he later doubred whether his recommendations had
Auence. i Haber

recommendations were ignored:

MARCUSL: My main cask was to idenify groups in Germany with which

who

HARERAAS . Are you of the mpresion that what you didthen ws of
any coneguence?

MARCUSE Onthecory.Those whom e bl s ‘o
i il were vty iy buck  he dchive posio of
iy n e ur s ccvon ke woeld b e g e

Perh 2 i
death in an auto accident in 1954 provides the best account of the goals

ey s Wil nd Lo Wi (K6 26ty 60, o 1
P o Corep
in ar: 47

i sccs 1o be an exaggeration. Ther goveroment

> B o 3 b

e i the ot ontsof o N e

ST e N s N amm a.a it Kr/-m

Resignation: Geprache ber ek Sunn, 1985
e

ron
11 oo e koo st O documes, auhor-
iy e and thercor et e
oy 5 st e e o 1 o
Soler, Zar Archiloge, Volame 2, p. 39, sk, ke, no o who knew
Rireiewel hom e cescwnd s e oo thr b b
3 e e thd

36 ke M, oo i shrmas ad b, Tl 3 Wi
T30 e opmon conrs v b ol o s

“The s f Detastanons FolneatSoons Omie]

D Sasy RS0 e ol B bt Vol . 39Ky
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of the Insitute members during their government work. Describing
Neumann's actvity, Marcuse writes:

He devored mose of his fforts to plans for s democratiztion of Germa
eich would vt e falres of the Weimar Repabli b sl 10

P

Although Marcuse's 19405 work with the gosernment has generally
been conddee an oo thw theoretical work, this view needs
revision. To some extent, conditions during his government

e s o T e it
T ol e, sonemces

. He revised
{or former o Massove, b b st 104 e cem

Marcuse, Neumann, Hajo Holborn, Waler Langer and other distngished

scholars who worked wih the OS5,
Marcuse's government work thus provided imporcant_knowledge

ager

is thoryenpicaland hisorical srounding and sbsane.His gven-

ment service, supplementing his work with the Instiute for S

Rescarch, provided him with yet another experience of interdisc iy

work tha dramatized the e 0 g isoialcconomi, ol

sapported th Insiute view of the value of m(eld\mp!mirv perspecives
collsborative work and critcal social theo v - comest for
analysis and inerpretation.

Jorell C.Jacknmann and
ingion D.C. Smihionian
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Decade e, when Mare sired word etown 18 sl ey
in e 1360 ¢ wessoved by N ond. a1 i of b o
mericon g sens s he O e s o the LAY
Marcuse responded in a conversation with Habermas that such criics

m individuals working for it including many who shared Marcuse’slefrist

cives, whereas the CIA from the beginning served narrow U.S. Cold

S sl was Gomatrd by, somarvave and S coamanit
liberals.

In September 1945, afer the dissolution of the OS5, Marcuse moved

over 10 the State Departmen, becoming head of the Central European

bureau. He remained at State until 1951 when e lef government service.

drawing conclusions and incorporating suggestions made by members of
the secton’s scaff." Marcuse and his colleagues consistenly argucd that
German Trade Unions were an important part of democratization and
should be supported by the alled forces.

Marcuse's continued work with the State Department was incongruous
i view of the purges taking place in the Cold War era that emerged soon

- Studics of

within it were dispersed among orher govermment agencesafc th
Marcu's Rescarch and Analyis Bench wa rafed o the Sate
Deparimens, Under the eadersip of Aled McCommack, * New Yor
orporsion awyer e with eialing Ay nligenedurig e

he S Deparment. ot Congresonl s and S Deparment
bureaucraes teamed up against the concept and the Branch's budget was
i, K el 06 S Bl e 20

You will have heard that the o'’ Resrch nd e
foiig eighanilond hogutis oot =

39" Se, for xampl,the snonymons arice, “Marcus: Cop ot or Gopr™
i Tl v ¢ ey 9657 1.6
40 Mireve in Revoluion o Reforms ergvion. Chiago: New Univrsiy

Pro 8.
41 Smith, 05 364 nd Seieh, Shadow Warrors 3561
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refected new funding. Now the gencral horsetrading orer the usual
June

30- Actually | wouldn' exactly be sad wer that o happen.

Meanwhile, M a
0 get more funds for the Research unic. As historian R. Harris Smith
descibes it

with “srong Sovet lenings” hd joined the State Department intelgence
o MeComunk doed e and demanded s erction, e,
Corgay et i spprson o Btk Corive e

wimiiaasos had, comineed, ot gt that the
5 b e Hesaly T the e of e viewsheld by the

eyl ol s ol

the rediserburion of national weskth on  lobal b

e R AN G B UM o
April 23 resignation of Colonel i Smith's accour
oty g vyt S Depacamns
professionals and seldom listened 10, According to H. Swart Hughes,
the R&A group “took sharp ssue with the Cold War mentality of their
diplomatic superiors,” but *felt most of the time as though we were irng
our memoranda off into a void. The amosphere was that of Kafka’
Castle, i which one never knew who would answer the telephone o even
e ol s o o i S i e

production of forcign intlligence™ (ibid.).

Moy s ocbom-wic i e S
more years. He and his remaining colleagues attempied to counter the
rend toward Gold War ant-<ommanism which had begun, In Henry
Pochir word: “Fran: Neumann nd Herbert Macuse bombarded
Socreray of Wa Smaon with har o  poswar Germiny tat would
e ot s s e by, oty et wor
stupidites an occupation regime is capable of."* Given the Cold War

32 Sk, 055,365

45 The e i th st o s, OS5 3.

4 i o e e Lagacyof the German Refee
kel Ssbmagand 1011 (il 19691 e 197036
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phere, howeer, Marcuse and his friends had less and les influence

communist witch-hunts, Marcuses position
became increasingly perilous. As H. Stuart Hughes notes: “It has seemed
the 19405,
of real or suspected lefists in full swing, the Sate Departments leading
authority on Central Europe should have been a revolutionary socialst
who hated the Cold War and all its works.™ When I asked Marcuse in
1978 wheher b sl sifred oy grvres percuion et of
Hhispolitcal convictions, he shook his head and simply No.* But
R s mreaigl fosaed ha s cons and s of s eolkagues

Morcorer, isolared
as onc after another of his collcagues lef the govermment for university
eaching positions.

Marcuse cvidently stayed on at State because, unlike Neumann, he was
o offered a university professorship and because his wife Sophic was
i sy e o it ke o of b T
could not have been a happy period for Marcuse as his former colleagues
o uniersty possions, whls e worked i an ierasngly conservaive
o Depumes e i i be s s o oo

singly isolated and without influence. Marcuse’s situation is
pognanty described by Hoghes:

i
Marcus, Hughes and thee remaining progessive collagues in the Stte

1 will begin with organication: th. long-tme offcial of the State

ihe dplomatc <o bt Trom an academic background, and v ot

et o e G R L e
idle Eoror 4

5 Hughes The S Charse
e o, Decmber 28,1978 Lrene . Sy

“otaced the aeaton of HUAC [Home Commine on Un Amcrcan Actiis).
T oo e Home ot il s i 12 sk of
he mvesigation, Maurc Haperin went o exle and Col M.

fany warime gonermen agecy” Radio Warfor, New Yorks Prcge, 1989
18 Kinchhemer widow o Rarry Kot (Fore Ineligence, 243) i het
Tnshand was ivesigaed b the I afe the war.
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‘with 15 or 20 people and represented an organizasionlthcat at e for the

prrksdaf by

e peonal g ol poblems of i nd o g
peopke i h forign servic ormaly cames o po Bty o he WASP

pecalar, probil
theatening, bcaue they were forcgn, had an accet and were in rke part
Jewish, sevice,

Jowih
i i com o thehird dimion... Fom he i, the
problem was that my friends and | did nor shink n natonal iterce

rescarching ..t was complecly obvious 0 15 th e the
Counry we were o underscand theough th evs of s inhabitants. That wis
iready enough to vilate conventions. Added to that a th fac that we

i the lf, in e .

Rl Ml o S S it o0
wan deied s of W . 1949, Marcuse and hi
asociates sbmited a $32-pge “oeligeace rpocton “The Porentia of

well

asis limitarions and integration into the existing order. After leaving US.

overnment servic, in fact, Marcuse received positions with the Russian

Insitues at Columbia and Harvard and he published a book on Sovier

Marsism in 1958 et in additon to his government work, manuscripts

i the Marcuse archive indicate that he had nor given up his fundamentl
cal

[

TOTALITARIANISM, THE FATE OF SOCIALISM AND
E ERA OF ONE-DIMENSIONALITY

During his years of government service — from 1942 to 1951 - Marcuse
continued t0 develop his own perspectives on contemporary society and

7 it Sl 2 i ol 3 4545
b S N 301980 e o 9) where Marcuse

Douglas Kelner
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culture. The themes that would become centeal to One-Dimensional Mar
and hislater work are adumbrated in unpublished papers collected in this
volume. One of the most intrigi

archives is a text dated “September 1945 and tted “Some Remarks
on Aragon: Art and Politcsinthe Toralitarian Era™ (sce page 199F). This
documen discloss that Marcuse was conrinuing his interest in art and

later work during his years of government srvice.
In a world dominated by toralcarianism, Marcuse suggest, acsthetic
pposion nd o e te mos el oposiionl fores e ey

vuhw Art ramscends :vﬂyd:y e e b oo s by i
produce another world which images of  beter life and reveals
realiy.

o th st o cemts o i hroigh s, bt h v
was easily absorbed as aeschetic fashion and the terror in surrealis art
s st b o e ero The i o, b o prodiee

a geninely oppositional art. Marcuse believes that French resistance
ites represent *a new stage of the solution.” The politcal i their work

beaucy and harmony. It shatters the ideal world projected in great poctry
and art, and thus appears as that which i to be negated and destroyed, as
that which stands n the way of frecdomn and happincss.

Authenic art thus represents for Marcuse a “great refusal” of existing
reality and the postulating of another world. Authentic art preserves
visions of emancipation and is thus part of the radical project, In the work
of French resisance writing which he discusscs, love and beauty are

of human frecdom and happiness which must in turn be negated. In the
s bl ofhis sy, Mareseprovides a deled rending of Aragon's
wovel Aurélien which presents the story of two star-<cossed lovers who
e e o ong sepaion cnly o he bekved 0 b shor i e arms
\ Aragon's

novel brings “d.ukm\s. o and e dearaction” 1o e by grce
of the aristic the actisic form; they are therefore
facomparae o e i nallly

»
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