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Literature A Johns Hopkins Paperback
From its beginnings in the 19305, the critical theory of the so-called Frankfurt
School has refused 1o situate itself within any arbitrary or conventional
academic divisions. Traversing and undermining boundaries between
competing disciplines, it stresses interconnections among philosophy

economics and politics, culture and society

In Critical Theory, Marxism, and Modernity Douglas Kellner sets out the
fundamental ideas and arguments of critical theory as they relate 1o the central
issues in radical social theory and offers incisive interpretations of the
theoretical tradition from its beginnings to the present

Critical theory began as a Marxian critique of capitalist modernity, Kellner
contends, and moved away from orthodox Marxism in response 1o the events
of twentieth-century history. Kellner explores the effects of historical crises of
capitalism and Marxism on critical theory and reflects on the continued
ance or obsolescence of Marxism and critical theory. “During the 1960,
many among, my generation of New Left radicals turned for theoretical and
political guidance to the works of Max Horkheimer, Herbert Marcuse, T.W
Adorno, Erich Fromm, Leo Lowenthal, Frederick Pollock, Jurgen Habermas

As we move into the 1990s critical theory

and their colleagues,” he writes

might help produce theoretical and political perspectives which could be part

of a Left Turn that could reanimate the political hopes of the 1960s, while
losses and regression of the 1980s.

helping overcome and reverse the

Douglas Kellner is professor of philosophy at the University of Texas, Austin
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