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SCOPE & QUESTIONS
Scope Statement

Clara Estelle Breed (1906-1994) was a librarian for the city of San Diego for 42 years. She started as a children’s librarian and was later appointed the city librarian in 1945 – a post she held for 25 years.
Before the Second World War, Miss Breed (as she was known to her young patrons) befriended many of the Japanese American children who visited the San Diego Central Library. When they were forcibly removed from the West Coast, she gave the children stamped postcards so they could correspond with her. 
Miss Breed wrote many letters to her students and sent packages of books, candy and other necessities – even an iron. More importantly, she allowed them to express themselves and maintain a connection to their old home in San Diego. Miss Breed kept many of the cards and letters she received and gave them to one of her correspondents, Elizabeth Yamada. Ms. Yamada then donated the collection to the Japanese American National Museum, where many of them have been digitized and an online exhibit created. 


Clara Breed not only helped the children in camp, but she spoke out against the forced removal of the Japanese and Japanese Americans. She wrote two articles, “All But Blind” (Library Journal, 1943) and “Americans with the Wrong Ancestors” (The Horn Book, 1943). She quotes from the letters she received from the children to illustrate the conditions in camp.

Questions
Questions raised by Clara Breed’s actions include: 

· What influenced Clara Breed’s social activism? (Her older sister, Eleanor lived in Berkeley and was also politically active. Her father was a minister.) 

· What was the political climate in San Diego at that time, with its large military community? Did she face challenges at work or amongst other librarians?

· What influence did her work have on others and how did she affect the children of the camp? How did others respond to her (in print or by correspondence)?

The chronological limits of Clara Breeds life were 1906-1994. Although Clara Breed did much for the City of San Diego (guiding the process of growth in the library system as city librarian), I am interested in highlighting her work before and during WWII, from her first job in 1928 to the end of the war. 


I might expand the topic by augmenting the chronological focus to include her 25 years as the city librarian. I might narrow the topic by not including the context of the San Diego and library community views of the Japanese exclusion in great detail. 
Sources
Collections of Clara Breed-related materials are located in at least two separate institutions. The San Diego Public Library (SDPL) has five boxes (5 linear feet) of documents, photographs and ephemera. Unfortunately, when I went to the SDPL on Sunday, April 18th, they could not find the most interesting box – the one filled with letters, newspaper articles about Miss Breed and other biographical information. However, I called today, April 20th, and they found the box. I will take another trip to the library this weekend.

In addition, 250 letters written to Miss Breed during WWII are located at the Japanese American National Museum. Several items penned by Miss Breed are also in the collection, including annotated drafts of her journal articles and correspondence to the War Relocation Authority about the libraries in camp. Further, I have written to the San Diego Historical Society to determine if they also have holdings. Finally, I have received the name and email address of an individual who is developing a young adult book about Clara Breed.
